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Phase	  1:	  Activity	  1	  on	  Genocide:  
Prior Knowledge, Initial Impressions, Identifying actors, power relations.	  

	  

E K W Q 
Experience   |   Knowledge   |   Wonder   |    Question 

What do I already know about this  

 

I have seen… 
I have been to… 

I have lived… 

E 
 

What I know about the issue, the event, 
the people who are involved… 

 

K 

I wonder… 

 

W 
 

Questions I have about  
this society and territory: 

Q 
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Phase	  1:	  Activity	  1	  on	  Genocide:  
Prior Knowledge, Initial Impressions, Identifying actors, power relations. 

 

Alternate images sources to which you could respond:  

http://www.authorstream.com/Presentation/Sushil-297-the-holocaust-world-ii-jews-hitler-nazi-germany-PowerPoint/  
http://www.shamash.org/holocaust/photos/  
http://fcit.usf.edu/Holocaust/resource/gallery/G1941WGU.HTM  

Consider the following picture: 

 
Larger version: http://fcit.usf.edu/Holocaust/GALL31R/26538.htm	  

Consider definitions of genocide: 

 
Larger version at Genocide Framework slide 8	  

Initial	  impressions,	  information,	  etc.	  	  
Define	  genocide	  in	  your	  own	  words:	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

Identify	  some	  elements	  of	  society	  and/or	  actors	  involved	  in	  typical	  genocides.	  	  
(People,	  gov't,	  military).	  	  Discuss	  in	  terms	  of	  some	  familiar	  examples	  in	  history,	  cinema,	  games,	  etc.	  
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Exploring	  images  
from Rupert Bazambanza's graphic novel entitled "Smile Through the Tears."    

 

Questions to discuss: 

What do you think is going on here?    
What part of the world is this?     
It is a positive or negative title for a story?   
How could this have anything to do with local or world Conflicts and Tensions?
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Exploring	  images	  and	  texts	  (First	  impressions,	  initial	  questions)  
from Rupert Bazambanza's graphic novel entitled "Smile Through the Tears."   (p. 49) 

 

Jot down any questions and share them with the class. 
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Exploring	  images	  and	  texts	  (First	  impressions,	  initial	  questions)  
from Rupert Bazambanza's graphic novel entitled "Smile Through the Tears."   (p. 52) 

 

Jot down any questions and share them with the class. 

 

 



Contemporary	  World	  &	  ERC	  	   	   	  Québec	  -‐	  Secondary	  Cycle	  Two	  	  

©	  LEARN	  2010	  	  (Working	  Document)	  	  	  	   	   	  7	  

Exploring	  images	  and	  texts	  (First	  impressions,	  initial	  questions)	  	  
from Rupert Bazambanza's graphic novel entitled "Smile Through the Tears."   (p. 54) 

 

Jot down any questions and share them with the class. 
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Activity	  2	  on	  Genocide	  and	  Rwanda	  Initial	  Impressions:  
Make observations and formulate questions after reading through selected pages of 
Rupert Bazambanza's graphic novel "Smile Through the Tears."  

 

Write	  a	  few	  observations	  and	  questions	  related	  to	  historical	  “contexts”	  in	  Rwanda	  	  	  
(Use	  where,	  when,	  who,	  what.	  	  Consider	  	  individual	  frames	  of	  novel.)	  

	  

    
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Write	  observations	  and	  questions	  about	  morally	  questionable	  scenes	  and	  any	  issues	  that	  come	  
to	  mind.	  
(Consider	  tolerance,	  cultural	  differences,	  un-‐controlled	  emotions...	  Ask	  questions,	  to	  
understand	  why.)	  
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Activity	  3:	  	  	  	  	  Graphic	  Novel	  Worksheet	  1	  
	  
Definition:	  	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
Well-‐known	  examples	  of	  graphic	  novels:	  	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
Techniques:	  	  

	  

	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
Different	  effects	  (emotional,	  etc.):	  	  
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Activity	  3:	  	  	  	  	  Graphic	  Novel	  Worksheet  2 

 
Quotes from Jessica Silva,  MA Major paper entitled  

Graphic Content: Interpretations of the Rwandan Genocide through the Graphic Novel. 
 

 

"Creative aesthetic techniques employed by the artist specifically to promote 

reader participation can be achieved through various artistic techniques. 

Panels that portray views from above in which the reader is looking down 

create a sense of detachment in the reader as they become an observer rather 

than a participant. Whereas panels featuring a view from below endorse a 

sense of smallness and stimulate fear in the reader, creating a sense of viewer 

participation in the scene." p. 11 

 

 

"The graphic novel’s unique ability to capture and involve the reader through a 

creative interplay of images and words is especially critical when dealing with 

the subject of genocide. Images of genocide alone have the potential to repel 

viewers rather than engage them due to the content of such photos, whereas 

the combination of images and words create an approachable medium that can 

trigger emotion as well as interpretation." p. 11	  
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Activity	  3:	  	  	  	  	  Graphic	  Novel	  Worksheet	  3	  

Rupert	  Bazambanza	  interview	  on	  	  

	  

Write	  some	  key	  points	  said	  during	  Rupert	  Bazambanza	  interview	  on	  Parole	  Citoyenne:	  	  
http://citoyen.onf.ca/entrevue-‐avec-‐rupert-‐bazambanza?term_tid=53	  	  
(Consider	  Bazambanza’s	  own	  history,	  why	  he	  used	  a	  graphic	  novel,	  etc.)	  	  

	  
	  
	  

	  

	  
	  
	  

	  
Explain	  Bazambanza’s	  reasons	  	  
In	  a	  space	  provided,	  students	  could	  now	  write	  a	  short	  paragraph	  explaining	  Bazambanza’s	  personal	  reasons	  for	  writing	  
the	  story,	  the	  choice	  of	  media	  used	  and	  its	  effectiveness.	  	  	  
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Phase	  2,	  Activity	  1:	  	  Images	  and	  texts	  to	  help	  define	  problem:	  	  Aid	  and	  the	  UNAMIR  
from	  Rupert	  Bazambanza's	  graphic	  novel	  entitled	  "Smile	  Through	  the	  Tears."	  	  	  (p.	  34) 
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Phase	  2,	  Activity	  1:	  	  	  The	  United	  Nations	  and	  concept	  of	  Intervention	  

Use	  supplied	  original	  scans	  available	  here	  	  
http://www.learnquebec.ca/en/content/curriculum/social_sciences/sec_contworld/les_rwanda_genocide/smiletears_scans.zip	  

i)	  Respond	  to	  individual	  slides	  in	  section	  of	  larger	  graphic	  novel.	  	  The	  task	  is	  to	  identify	  aspects	  of	  	  new	  actor,	  and	  maybe	  
top	  identify	  contexts	  for	  which	  intervention	  may	  still	  be	  needed.	  

	  
ii)	  Explore	  the	  UN	  sites	  for	  more	  specific	  information	  about	  the	  international	  situation,	  role	  of	  UN,	  the	  potential	  of	  the	  UN	  
to	  act	  as	  a	  peacekeeper.	  	  Canadians	  actors	  could	  also	  be	  identified	  here. 
	  

	  
iii)	  Define	  new	  concepts	  in	  light	  of	  new	  information	  about	  UN	  involvement	  in	  Rwandan	  genocide.	  	  	  
Students	  discuss	  and	  target	  information	  needed	  in	  order	  to	  take	  a	  position	  on	  guiding	  question.	  

Key	  concepts:	  	   Definition	  	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	  

	   	  

	  
	  

Slides	  from	  page	  34:	  	   Information	  evident	  in	  slide	  	   Info	  still	  needed	  (Questions)	  	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

	   	   	  

Section	  of	  UN	  site	  I	  viewed	   Information	  related	  to	  peacekeeping	  	  
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Notes	  on	  complexity	  of	  Peacekeeping	  

Use	  the	  following	  pace	  for	  student	  notes	  during	  discussion	  of	  complexities	  of	  Peacekeeping,	  Role	  of	  UN,	  How	  they	  could	  
have	  helped,	  Issues	  associated	  with	  sovereignty	  and	  intervention.	  	  	  	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  

	  
Formulate	  additional	  questions	  

Write	  more	  specific	  questions	  if	  needed.	  	  (Questions	  that	  you	  will	  answer	  by	  reading	  and	  researching	  later.)	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  
	  


